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Much more than just “inspection” regulations.

4 Main Parts:

• Inspection

• Load Rating

• Permits

• Scour



Alan Buehrig

Program Manager 

Inspection Techs
2 Team Leaders

1 Trainee

Inspection 

Engineers/Load 

Raters

1 PE

3 EITs

UBIT 
2 CDL Drivers

Sign Structure 

Program
1/3 Engineer

Hydraulic Program
1 1/3 Engineer

Permits
1/3 Engineer

BrM Database
1 Project Manager

1 Specialist 



Load Rating Package

-BrR Model

-Larsa Model

-LRS (LFR)

-LRS (LRFR)

-Supplemental Calcs





QA Review

-Melissa Henessy

-Alan Buehrig

-Kayla Jacobsen (Forsgren)

-Don Vander Boegh (VBE)





Update LR File

-BrR Database -BrM Database -Promiles Update -Local Jurisdiction



Replace Existing File with New File – BrR 7.5.1



Load Rating Coversheet











• Occurs Quarterly

• Involves Extensive Testing and Coordination

• 511 Updates Can Occur as Permitting Restriction 

When Necessary
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• Policy Solution 

 New Bridge Rule

 Rules about Staged Construction Bridges 

• Specific Staging Ratings for Bridges

 New Bridge

 Old Bridge 





New Bridge Rule

Limited to:

• 70 kip max axle group

• 35 kip max axle
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• LRS LFR For staged construction

• Staged Construction Watermark



• Add a Separate Stage 

Construction Models as 

Necessary

• Staged Construction 

Model Will be Deleted 

after Completion of 

Bridge
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Ratings Need to be backed by a 

Professional Engineer.  

Load Rating Data is Presented as 

Part of the Inspection Report.



Historically 2 parallel tasks  completed 
by separate groups:

• Load Rating 

• Inspection

Effectiveness Concerns:

• 3 months is short!

• Limited Resources.

• Ratings are complex if left out of date.



Limited Trial Basis FY25

• Tying back together 2 dependent parallel tasks 

(Inspection and LR).

• Most of Inspectors are now Engineers with LR 

capability and vice versa.

• 2 Consultants FY25











Questions
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